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I somehow gathered that he was extraordinarily satisfied
with the outcome of his secret excursion.
This was on the 4th January 1933.
The discussions between Hitler and Herr von Papen took
place at the house of the banker Schroeder, where also the
first encounter between Hitler and Herr von Ribbentrop
had happened. Schroeder was a popular go-between, who
enjoyed playing a part in politics, and delighted above all
in acting as a kind of patron saint for Hitler.
Hitler had every reason to be pleased with the result of
the interview. There was a solemn reconciliation. The
Potempa telegram and Hitler's various exposures by Papen
were forgotten, as were the savage attacks of the National
Socialists on the Erbsdlzer. Under the aegis of Schroeder
an agreement was made which was to have extraordinarily
far-reaching consequences for the whole world.
A cabinet of national concentration was to be formed in
which the National Socialists, the German Nationalists and
part of the Zentrum were to create a Reichstag majority
for the Government. Hitler was to be Chancellor, Papen
Vice-Chancellor, and Hugenberg Minister of Economics.
Papen bound himself to make the industrialists more
interested in Hitler. He was to use the slogan that the
National Socialist Party must be saved and maintained as a
bulwark against the onward drive of Communism. Further,
Papen declared himself ready to exploit Hindenburg's
partiality for him by influencing him in the direction of a
Hitler-Papen coalition.
On the other hand, Hitler bound himself not to undertake
any alteration in the cabinet without the consent of Hinden-
burg, Papen and Hugenberg. He bound himself not to let
the S.A. loose in the streets, nor to allow any acts of terror-
ism : he was to renounce anything in the nature of a
* Bartholomew's Day * or a * Night of the Long Knife \
He promised to be a * good boy % to keep his word and to
rule in loyal partnership with Papen and Hugenberg.
Neither party had any intention of keeping its word.
Papen's idea was to use Hitler as a means of coming